
MORGAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC. 

MINUTES OF THE FIRST ANNUAL MEETING 
 

     July 16, 2003  
 

E. Taylor Hatton Elementary School, Morgan, Vermont 
 
 

I.  The meeting was called to order by President David 
Hockensmith at 10:10 a.m. 
Approximately 53 people were in attendance. 
 
II.  David thanked all for the wonderful spirit of cooperation 
during the past year, and referred to his President’s Report, 
printed on the back of the agenda. (Filed with the Secretary’s 
minutes.)  
  He stated that our main focus is to provide programs to 
educate people about Morgan’s past, as well as preserve our 
current history.  He noted Ruby Jenness had attempted for years 
to get a historical society going, and he volunteered to lead 
the organization on Ruby’s last day as Circle of Friends’ 
President. 
 
III.  David introduced Rosemary Miller as the Society’s 
secretary, and thanked her for her service to the organization. 
 
IV.  David introduced Miriam Aiken, our treasurer, and thanked 
her for her service. 
He thanked Miriam and Dick Airken for organizing our first 
annual meeting.   
 Treasurer’s Report:  Miriam reported our current balance 
is:  $7,090.29   
She thanked the Circle of Friends for their donation of $2,000 
to help begin the organization. 
 
V. Business:   
 
     A. Committee Reports: 
 

1. Memberships - Miriam reported we have 129 members.  
Rosemary announced that Founding memberships may be 
purchased until the end of this year.  Names will be placed 
on a plaque in our future building. Next year, a $25 
sustaining membership will replace the founding member 
category. 
 
2. Spring Dinner - Ruby Jenness reported a total of $898 
was taken in on the ham dinner.  She thanked her co-chair, 
Richard Miller, as well as Nancy Bowen, and the many who 
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donated food and helped.  The dinner was a success - we 
were crowded, but fed all, and heard no complaints.  
 
3. Cookbooks - Rosemary Miller reported on the cookbook 
development project, and thanked all who sent in recipes 
and the many willing workers who met to organize and 
proofread the book. Special thanks were given to Nancy 
Bowen for her work on the design, Ruby for the historical 
information, and Carol Bergeron and Jackie Reynolds for 
recipe collection. Colleen Beauregard is in charge of 
Cookbook Sales.  People may contact Jackie,  Ruby, Colleen 
or Rosemary to buy books.  Natalie Cass was thanked for 
arranging to sell the cookbooks along with the Circle of 
Friends Quilt chances over the summer. Rosemary announced 
local businesses which have willingly offered to sell the 
cookbooks for us: Morgan Country Store, Mountain View Farm 
Stand, Dailey Memorial Library, East Charleston Country 
Store, Wood Knot Book Shop and Alexandra’s Kitchen Store.  
She reported that we have sold approximately 500 books, and 
have 500 more to sell.  Our cost of the books has been 
covered, and the donation on each book is approximately $7, 
for tax donation credits. 
 
4. School Relations - Woody Guyette reported that the 
school has been supportive, and the school children were 
involved in a historical project “Morgan Then and Now” 
which was displayed at the May dinner, and also on the 
bulletin boards at the school for today’s meeting.  David 
thanked Woody for arranging to have our Annual Board 
meeting at the school. 
 
5. Site Investigations - Richard Miller reported no site is 
currently available to us.  We have investigated three 
possible sites, Morgan Center Church, Community House, and 
an 1800’s local farm house. We would welcome input from the 
membership if any possibilities become available.  (Report 
filed with secretary’s minutes.) 

 
B. Circle of Friends liaison report was given by Stephanie 
Hockensmith, Circle Vice President, in place of Nancy Bowen who 
was absent.  She noted both the Circle and the Morgan Historical 
Society share a knowledge, appreciation and love of Morgan, and 
it is hoped that the relationship can continue to be close.  
They were pleased to provide the startup money for MHS. 
 
C. Future Events - On August 13, 2-4 p.m. Ken Jenness will lead 
a tour of Morgan, free to members.  We will meet at the Public 
Beach parking lot, visit Toad Pond Road, Lake Seymour Lodge, and 
other sites in Morgan.  Rain date will be August 14. 



- 3 - 

3 

 Next summer we hope to have a display of photos, documents, 
and newspapers in a hall, or possibly the Community House for a 
week or two.  If anyone has such items they are willing to share 
for copies, they should contact a board member.  Other future 
projects will be tours and a brochure about Morgan.  Since we do 
not have a building, we cannot accept artifacts at this time.
 David Hockensmith said that history has a sense of urgency 
but also is an ongoing march.  It is important to pick up on 
things now that might be lost. 
 
D.  Board Elections - David Hockensmith referred to the list of 
nominations in the Agenda.  
 
The slate of 15 board members as  presented by the 
Nominating Committee:  Dick Aiken, Miriam Aiken, 
Colleen Beauregard,  Carol Ann Bergeron, Judith Fuller, 
Ellwood Guyette, David Hockensmith, Stephanie 
Hockensmith, Arline (Pat) Hunt, Ken Jenness, Ruby 
Jenness,  Richard Miller, Rosemary Miller, Jackie 
Reynolds, Kitty Sprout.  
 He observed no further nominations had been received.  Nancy 
Peabody moved, Delores Frascoia seconded, that we unanimously 
accept the slate of 15 board members as presented by the 
nominating committee, and cast a ballot to elect them.  Motion 
passed. 
 
E.  Other Business - Patt Cavanaugh asked if we had a wish list;  
perhaps we needed items such as a tape or video recorder?  She 
suggested we make up a list and post at the store. Pat Hunt 
wondered if a room in the school might be available for 
historical displays.  Pat Hunt was thanked for her work on 
publicity for the Historical Society this year.  Rosemary Miller 
asked all attendees to please fill out and hand in the blue 
evaluation form before leaving. 
 
Adjournment - Ken Jenness moved, Colleen Beauregard seconded, 
that the meeting be adjourned. Motion passed, meeting was 
adjourned at 10:45 a.m. 
 

Ken Whitehill, our featured speaker,  
 gave an entertaining and interesting oral history of Lucien and 

Grace Whitehill,  
which was videotaped by Dick Aiken. 

His presentation was much enjoyed and appreciated by all 
present. 

 
 As required in the bylaws, the newly-elected Board of 
Directors met and elected officers for the coming year.  David 
Hockensmith called the Board Meeting to order at 11:28 a.m. 
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The following officers were nominated, seconded, and elected by 
unanimous vote: 

  
    President - David Hockensmith 
   Vice President - Ruby Jenness 

 Secretary - Rosemary Miller 
 Treasurer - Miriam Aiken     

 
Richard Miller moved to adjourn, Jackie Reynolds seconded, 
motion passed, meeting adjourned. 
   
   Respectfully submitted,   Rosemary 
Miller, Secretary  
 
NOTES: A registration table had been set up to check in members, 
accept new members, and hand out name badges. David Hockensmith, 
Rosemary Miller and Dick Aiken had arranged for handouts for all 
attendees, which consisted of an agenda, president’s remarks, 
membership list, and evaluation form.  (Copies on file with 
minutes.)  It was suggested a sign-in sheet would be more 
efficient for next year. 
  
 Miriam and Dick Aiken, and Lydia White were Committee 
Chairs for arrangements for the Annual Meeting. Nancy Peabody 
and Jackie Reynolds, along with Ken and Matthew Jenness, served 
delicious refreshments to all, donated by members, and made with 
recipes from the new Morgan Historical Cookbook. Miriam Aiken 
and Colleen Beauregard had arranged for a wonderful display of 
artifacts and photos from past times  in Morgan. Colleen 
Beauregard sold cookbooks, and Natalie Cass sold Quilt chances 
for the Circle of Friends.  
 


